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325 W. Commercial, Lebanon
(417) 588-1857 • 1-800-279-5543

www.mutual-insurance.com

Laclede County’s Oldest Insurance Company

Mr. Wm. Garretson
first Secretary

Mr. G. Schneider
first President

Laclede Mutual Insurance has been Laclede County's only Insurance Company in Laclede County since 1912.

Call one of our local
independent agents today,

be sure to tell them you would
like a quote from Laclede Mutual!

Since our 1st Lebanon Policy was issued in 1912, we have continued the same Hometown 
Service you deserve! At Laclede Mutual, your premium dollars stay local, in our community.

Our first preliminary meeting was held January 2, 1912 at the 
Laclede courthouse for citizens interested in insurance on farm property.

Wm. A. Garretson had drawn a constitution and by-laws, which he submitted for approval. 
Five board members and a president, G Schneider were elected to become the first 

Laclede County Mutual named Mutual Insurance Association of Laclede County.
In May of 2002, a Certificate of Amendment was filed and our name changed to Laclede Mutual 

Insurance. Our first insurance policy was written on February 7, 1912 for the sum of $1,000 on 
house and contents, to our present amount of over $2,000,000 in premiums today. Laclede Mutual 

Insurance continues to meet the needs of our customers by providing property and casualty 
coverage to our insureds throughout the state of Missouri.
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Larry Cravens has seen his 
customers’ hair get longer, 

shorter and, in some cases, all 
but disappear since he started in 
the barbering business in 1964 
at age 18.
While several of his fellow 

barber school graduates quit 
the business, he survived the 
hippie craze of the 60s and 70s 
because of an advantage they 
did not have.
“Most of our clientele were 

farmers, and they kept their hair 
cut and their kids kept their hair 
cut, so we survived just fine,” 
Cravens said.
There was a two-year gap when 

Cravens entered the Army in 
1966 during the Vietnam era as 
a military policeman. However, 
at age 76, he is coming up 
on 59 years of snipping and 
trimming and shaving hair at a 
Madison Street address.
Occasionally, a fifth generation 

of his customers visits the shop 
for a first hair cut.
“Somebody’s great grandpa 

came in here to get his hair 
cut, so they want to keep it up,” 

Cravens said.
He named the 

Adams, Rogers, 
Ward, Moses, Robertson 
and Murrell families and wished 
he could recall more. “Man, 
there’s so many,” Cravens said.
Larry’s grandson Brayden 

Cravens, 22, is part of another 
tradition at Larry’s Barber Shop. 
He is a third generation barber.
“I was here all the time when I 

was a kid,” Brayden said.
After watching his grandpa and 

father, Randall, now deceased, 
work their magic, he now stands 
behind a barber chair all day 
himself.
“When I first started, I found 

some new places to be sore 
from standing up all day. You 
just kind of grow around it and 
get used to it. You’ve got to have 
good posture throughout the 
day,” he said.
It has been a learning 

experience for him since 
graduating from barber school.
“They learn more in their first 

week here than in all the time in 
barber college,” Larry Cravens 

Larry 
   Cravens

Larry's Barber Shop

Photo by Chris Roden

Thanks to some step-family members, Josh Francis is part of a 
family that has five generations that have gone to Larry’s Barber 
Shop. He said he keeps coming back because he remembers 
Larry’s “genuine kindness” and the kids’ games. Later, it was his 
jokes that made Francis a repeat customer.
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Cutting Hair is a tradition at Larry's Barber Shop

said.
He gets asked a lot what he will 

do when he retires.
“Well, I haven’t figured out what 

I’m going to do for a career yet, 
so I’m just doing this until I figure 
it out,” Cravens said.
In the meantime, he enjoys 

barbering.
“It’s been a lot of fun, I’ve got to 

know a lot of people and heard 
a lot of stories. We’ve told a lot 
of jokes over the years,” he said.
One of them features the 

120-year-old barber chair on 
display in his window and the 
bulge on its backrest.
“I tell them that was the chair that 

Doc Holliday shot Wyatt Earp in 

only the bullet didn’t quite come 
through,” Cravens said.
He once asked Lebanon Mayor 

Wallace Earp to give the chair 
a try. A slightly worried mayor 
asked why.
“I just wanted to tell people 

down the line that one of the Earp 
boys sat in that chair,” Cravens 
said.
When farmers come in with 

thinning hair and ask about a 
discount, Cravens has a ready 
answer.
“We tell them, ‘No, cutting hair 

is like farming. You got to go over 
the whole field regardless of what 
you get off of it.’” Cravens said.
If they grumble, he tells them the 

light work involved in trimming 
their horseshoe haircut is just part 
of a barber’s “fringe benefits.”
He remembers his oldest 

customer, Arthur McBride, who 
lived past 100 and his youngest 
who was three months old.
And he hopes to see more new 

customers walk in the door and 
wait their turn.
“I’d like to get 60 years in ... I’ll 

probably work part-time if I do 
quit,” Cravens said.
With luck and with Brayden 

behind a chair, more generations 
will come by Larry’s Barber Shop 
for a trim of their hair and a 
continuation of a tradition.

It’s been a 
lot of fun, 

I’ve got to know 
a lot of people 
and heard a lot of 
stories. We’ve told 
a lot of jokes over 
the years.”

By Chris Roden

Larry Cravens

Photo by Chris Roden

After he commented that the gum Larry gave him as a kid also 
kept him coming back, Larry Cravens let Josh Francis remember 
the good ol’ days.

Photo by Chris Roden

Larry’s Barber Shop often has its three chairs full and its 
barbers busy. However, at quitting time on a Friday, customers 
might find the Cravens boys sitting in their barber chairs, waiting 
to turn off the barber pole.
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18146 Campground Rd, Phillipsburg, MO 
Check us out at boattownbrewing.com

417-532-2772 

Thursday - Saturday: 
5pm to 10pm

Sunday: Noon to 4pm

 • FAMILY ATMOSPHERE

• FUN FOR ALL

• FOOD TRUCKS 
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

New location in April:  
214 W. Commercial, 
Downtown Lebanon

14 TAPS OF LOCALLY BREWED CRAFT BEER14 TAPS OF LOCALLY BREWED CRAFT BEER

To our business community that continues to provide a
tradition of excellence in Lebanon and Laclede County ... we say

REDI
Regional Economic Development, Inc.

Lebanon Regional Economic Development, Inc.
401 South Jefferson Ave. - Lebanon
(Located inside Lebanon City Hall)

(417) 533-5627
www.LebanonREDI.com

LEBANON
Leadership
Lebanon-REDI is a proud partner and supporter of ...

Your efforts are 
much appreciated!!!
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L iving on a farm and enjoying 
family is a tradition that 

Tracy and Mac Bobbitt carry on.
A few miles east of Conway on 

Route J is the Bobbitt-Cunningham 
Century Farm that they purchased 
from family in 2013.
To earn Century Farm 

recognition, a Missouri farm has 
to be owned by the same family 
continuously for 100 years.
Tracy’s great-great 

grandparents, Joseph and 
Caroline Cunningham, were 
the homesteaders of the original 
240-acre tract in 1889. 

“This is the third house on this site 
since my great-great grandmother 
built the first house,” Tracy said of 
their home.
Her grandparents Tom and 

Dorrlis Cunningham are the oldest 
Cunninghams she remembers 
living on the farm. They had a 
dairy operation until Tom went to 
work at a lumber yard.
The Bobbitts have the time to 

enjoy life on the farm. Mac 
Bobbitt retired from the UPS after 
33 years while Tracy is a retired 
teacher.
When they retired, their focus 

shifted from work to taking care 
of themselves.
“Some of our time is spent 

working out, and there’s a lot 
of exercise out here to be had,” 
Mac said.
Gardening, beekeeping and 

lawn mowing are their principal 
outdoor farm a activities.
Five bee hives keep Mac 

entertained and does Mother 
Nature some good. He sells some 
of the honey that he harvests from 
the hives.
“It’s an interesting side hobby. It’s 

nothing to make a lot of money at. 

I’m making enough 
now that I think I’m 
about covering my 
expenses, so the hobby is 
paying for itself,” Mac said.
Many of the traditions that live 

on from generation to generation 
focus on family. The Bobbitts 
continue the big October family 
gatherings around a bonfire like 
the Cunninghams did.
“It’s to get the kids back to the 

farm and to share what we can 
with the farm,” Mac said.
When her grandparents owned 

the farm, Tracy and the other kids 

Tracy & Mac Bobbitt
Century Farm

Photo by Chris Roden

Tracy and Mac Bobbitt keep bees near 
their home on a Century Farm east of 
Conway. They sell some of the honey, but for 
them, it is more an interesting hobby than a 
revenue producer.

Photo by Chris Roden

The Bobbitts use a green 
house to get an early start 
on their garden, one of their 
main outdoor activities in 
their retirement years.
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Family celebrates more than 100 years on the farm
By Chris Roden

ate on the front porch from one of 
the first houses built on the farm.
“I remember thinking, ‘When am 

I not going to be a kid anymore 
and get to sit at the kitchen table?’ 
As an adult, I still don’t. I still have 
aunts and uncles that are here. 
They take precedence. They get 
the table,” Tracy said.
The Bobbitts also harvest deer 

and mushrooms from the woods 
that cover most of the farm, and 
they fish in their ponds. 
And they continue the Cunningham 

tradition of gardening.  
“Our garden primarily is 

tomatoes, green beans, peppers, 
squash and corn,” Tracy said. 

“We just put a greenhouse in last 
year, so that’s going to help us 
with our gardening endeavors and 
grow our own peppers, tomatoes 
and stuff like that from seed,” Mac 
said.
Tracy cans the apples, peaches 

and cherries that Mac harvests 
from his fruit trees as jellies or pie 
fillings as well as blueberries and 
blackberries. 
The Bobbitts re-sided the barn 

that was built between 1947 and 
1950. Tracy remembers playing 
basketball in the barn loft as a kid 
and somehow avoiding the holes 
in the loft floor.
Other than the dairy operation 

that Tom Cunningham ran, life on 
the Bobbitt-Cunningham farm is 
largely the same. 
“There’s still family blood on the 

property and still family traditions. 
For my grandmother and my 
grandfather, family was it. They 
wanted a place for their kids to 
come and just enjoy,” Tracy said.
A Century Farm is a good place 

to plant traditions and watch them 
grow. The Bobbitts plan to harvest 
that crop for decades to come.
“We don’t plan on going 

anywhere,” Tracy said.
“It’s quiet and peaceful back 

here,” Mac said.
 

Submitted Photos

Top right, Tom and Dorrlis Cunningham were the first Cunningham couple that Tracy Bobbitt remembers living on the Century Farm. She 
has fond memories of family gatherings and playing at her grandparents’ farm. Above left, one tradition that died out over time was the sawmill 
on the Cunningham Farm. Guiding the log toward the blade is Joseph Cunningham in overalls. Above right, Joseph and Caroline Cunningham 
sit in the front row for a family photo. They came to what would become a Century Farm in 1889. Tracy Cunningham-Bobbitt’s grandfather, 
Tom Cunningham, is the tiny baby being held by his mother, the third person from the left on the back row. 
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Missouri 
 Cooperage

DonationsDonations

Missouri Cooperage has 
a tradition of providing 

regular employment for Lebanon 
area residents.
Additionally, it has an equally 

important tradition of giving 
back to the community.
“It goes all the way back to 

Brad’s father John and his father 
J.E. It’s obvious when you look 
around town. You’ve got Boswell 
Park and Boswell Auditorium and 
Boswell School, so it’s obvious 
the family has had giving in their 
heart all the way back through 
the generations. I think the 
current generation has done a 
good job of keeping that going,” 
said Jeremiah Hough.
Hough, vice-president of 

accounting and information 
systems, has worked for what is 
now Missouri Cooperage for 21 
years. In 2022, the Independent 
Stave Company celebrated 110 
years of barrel making with over 
2,200 employees globally. 
Missouri Cooperage and two 

other cooperages are divisions of 
the Independent Stave Company. 
Commonwealth Cooperage, 
its third cooperage, recently 
opened in Morehead, Ky.

The spearhead 
of supporting the 
community is ISC 
Cares. It is funded by a 
percentage of the company’s 
yearly profits designated for 
giving to charities.
“Each company that we have 

in the US and across the globe 
is allocated part of that giving,” 
Hough said.
He said each team decides how 

to spend that money in their area. 
Doing so connects the company’s 
employees to their community by 
allowing them to give back to it 
and see it improve.
“If you look at our mission 

statement, part of that is for a our 
communities to flourish. I think 
that’s a very important part of 
our mission statement, that we 
know our communities flourish 
along with our company and our 
employees,” Hough said.
The consequence for Missouri 

Cooperage employees, Hough 
said, is that they see the 
business and their hard work 
going beyond just a paycheck 
and impacting the Lebanon 
community.
The giving is spread throughout 

Submitted Photos

Above, thanks to ISC Cares, area organizations benefit from a set 
percentage of ISC profits earmarked for charitable contributions to 
the communities where the three cooperages are located. Local 
teams choose how to distribute the funds.  “If you look at our mission 
statement, part of that is for our communities to flourish. I think that’s 
a very important part of our mission statement, that we know our 
communities flourish along with our company and our employees,” 
Vice-President Jeremiah Hough said.
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the year with recent gifts 
including a $7,500 gift to 
the Lebanon Fire Department, 
$10,000 to Lane Change, 
$6,000 to The Free Store and 
$16,000 to the Lebanon R-3 
School District.
Consequently, children at the 

new Early Children Education 
Center will soon be playing on 
playground equipment donated 
by funds from ISC Cares.
“Just seeing that around town, 

I think it makes our employees 
feel good that we’re giving 
back to the community they live 
in to make it a better place,” 

Hough said.
Giving goes beyond monetary 

donations. 
During the Covid-19 crisis, 

Missouri Cooperage employees 
were allowed to substitute teach 
while still drawing a salary.
“We have employees that 

volunteer all the time at the Free 
Store, or L-Life and different 
places,” Hough said.
Second generation Missouri 

Cooperage employees are 
common. With a fourth 
generation of Boswells running 
the family business, the tradition 
of giving is going strong. 

Giving Back: A tradition for Missouri Cooperage
By Chris Roden

Submitted Photo

Last year, the Independent Stave Company celebrated 110 years 
in business. It continues to expand into other states and countries. 
As its profits rise, so does its charitable giving.

Submitted Photo

Curtis Wright toasts 
a barrel as part of the 
barrel making process. 
ISC has over 2,200 
employees worldwide.
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This Friday and Satur-

day night at 7 p.m., over 

50 LHS drama students 

will put on “Footloose 

the Musical” in the Cow-

an Civic Center Theatre.
First-year LHS drama 

teacher Sabrina Sander is 

directing her first musi-

cal with LHS choir direc-

tor Max Jackson acting 

as the musical director.
“I just want them to 

do so well ... I commend 

them for  their  hard 

work,” Sander said.
Thanks to school be-

ing out this past Friday 

and Monday, Sander 

used the free time for 

rehearsing the show four 

times and giving the 

students notes to further 

polish their performanc-

es.
Ticket prices are $8 

for adults and $5 for stu-

dents and staff.
Sander has filled the 

principal roles with vet-

eran drama department 

actors and singers.
Jackson VanFosson 

plays the Ren McCor-

mack part made famous 

by Kevin Bacon. Ren is 

the rebel who comes to 

Bomont, Utah, and finds 

a cause: to bring dancing 

back to the tiny religious 

town.
Alia Barker plays Ari-

el Moore, the daughter 

of a preacher and anx-

ious to bring dancing 

and normalcy back to 

Bomont after the death 

of her brother.

The part of Willard 

Hewitt is played by Jack 

Watts. He plays the hay-

seed role, played by 

Miles Teller in the 2011 

movie version of “Foot-

loose,” with gusto.
Bella Anderson plays 

Vi Moore, Ariel’s moth-

er and the Rev. Shaw 

Moore’s wife. She said 

she fits well into the role 

since younger members 

of the cast already see 

her as a mother figure. 
As  Ol ivia  Cl i f ton 

plays the part of Rusty, 

Ariel’s best friend. She 

looks forward to her 

c h a r a c t e r ’ s  s i n g i n g 

about her non-dancing 

boyfriend.
Owen Antoszewski 

plays a spiritual man, 

the Rev. Shaw Moore, 

who is against dancing 

and other activities that 

could endanger the kids 

of Bomont.
Despite the conflicts 

in the musical, attendees 

may leave the theatre 

ready to cut footloose.

CHRIS RODEN
EDITOR@LACLEDERECORD.COM  

LHS students cut loose in “Footloose the Musical”

LCR Photo/Chris Roden

Jackson VanFosson plays Ren Mc-

Cormack to Alia Barker’s Ariel Moore 

in “Footloose the Musical.” Perfor-

mances are Friday and Saturday nights 

at 7 p.m. in the Cowan Civic Center 

Theatre.

With the help of some 

Boy Scouts, the City of 

Lebanon is taking action 

to control nuisance birds 

in the downtown area.
The scouts went into 

action Saturday install-

ing falcon boxes on the 

water tower and the Joe 

Knight building.
Ci ty  o f  Lebanon 

Communications Man-

ager Derek Gean ex-

plained the city’s role in 

the project.
“The City of Lebanon 

partnered with the Leb-

anon Boy Scout Troop 

57 by purchasing the 

materials for them to 

build falcon boxes for 

the downtown area,” 

he said. “The project 

will help improve bio-

diversity in the district 

and provide a natural 

solution to nuisance 

wildlife. The Lebanon 

Fire Department met 

with the Scouts on Sat-

urday morning to install 

the boxes - one above 

Mel’s on Madison and 

the other on the Down-

town water tower. We 

are proud we had the 

opportunity to part-

ner with the scouts to 

improve Downtown 

Lebanon.” 
Eric Adams, an adult 

leader with the troop, 

said the city contacted 

them six months ago 

about installing the box-

es in Downtown Leb-

anon.
“We built two falcon 

boxes, they’re about 32 

inches square, they’re 

made of cedar, so it 

wouldn’t deteriorate 

over time, “he said. 

“We were very cautious 

about using chemicals 

or sealants that would 

affect the birds, we used 

natural materials and 

pea gravel as a bedding 

for the falcon nest.”
Adams said the boxes 

would help promote 

natural predators in the 

city to control the nui-

sance bird population 

downtown. 

Scouts install falcon boxes for city 

STEVE SMITH 
SSMITH@LACLEDERECORD.COM

Photos by Eric Adams

Boy Scouts from Troop 57 installed a falcon box on 

the downtown water tower Saturday with help from the 

Lebanon Fire Department. A box was also installed on 

the Joe Knight building at Commercial and Madison.

See ‘SCOUTS’/page A3

Nola Irene Burns

Camilla Lezita Tucker

Jessie Aline Sutton

Kenneth Wayne 
Morehouse

Shadel’s Colonial/
Lebanon

Alberta Myers Layman

Holman-Howe/Lebanon

Charles “Buz’’ Duane 
Seeman

Johnny Allen Adkins

Day/Marshfield

Dennis Jones

Cantlon-Otterness & 
Viets/Buffalo

WeekendWeekend

ONE DOLLAR

VOL 5 ISSUE 4

JANuARy 14, 2023
JANuARy 14, 2023

LONDON
NEW YEAR CHEER IN Conway cheerleading 

members perform in the 

London New Year’s parade.

See pages 8-9
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Your Local Community Newspaper
A Tradition in Laclede County since 1866

1 Year Subscription

$4999

You can continue that tradition by becoming better connected with your community with 
a “traditional” print subscription plus start a new digital tradition.

You can call the office at 417-532-9131 
with your credit or debit card.

Circu 1998

Stop by: 100 E. Commercial, Lebanon 
Monday - Friday: 8 A.M. - 5 P.M. 

Mail check: P.O. Box 192, Lebanon, MO 65536

You can receive the print edition 
delivered to your home or business, 
plus the e-edition is FREE with your 

subscription if you prefer to read 
the newspaper on-line.
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Anytime. Anywhere.
Any day...
That’s when you can count on State Farm®.
We know life doesn’t come with a schedule. That’s why at State Farm you can 
always count on us for whatever you need – 24/7, 365.
GET TO A BETTER STATE™. CONTACT AN AGENT TODAY.

Scott Chase, 
Agent

629 W Elm 
Lebanon, MO  

65536

Bus: 
417-588-1555

Fred Hynes, 
Agent

533 N Jefferson 
Lebanon, MO 

65536
Bus: 

417-588-2777

statefarm.com®

State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL

scott.chase.b5x5@statefarm.com fred.hynes.lhhn@statefarm.com

• WE FILE INSURANCE • DIAGNOSTICS • ALIGNMENTS • GLASS SPECIALIST • PAINT & BODY WORK

We are a full-service auto 
body and auto glass shop 
that stands behind our work. 588-7939 • 588-3159

22115 RT. 66 • LEBANON, MO

Auto Body
Starnes

• FRONT END ALIGNMENT 
• AUTO BODY REPAIR 
• REFINISHINGS 

AUTO BODY Repairs 
and Sales

Celebrating Celebrating 3535  YearsYears
IN LACLEDE COUNTY!

FREE TUTORING FOR:
• Basic Literacy - Elementary thru High School

-Reading and Math • English as Second Language 
• HiSET (formerly GED) • ACT • ASVAB • Financial Literacy

539 East Elm, Suite A
(Inside Chalet Village)

LITERACY VOLUNTEERS OF AMERICA
417-532-6697
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Memories vary regarding 
just when the Friday Jam 

tradition began at the Hughes 
Senior Center. What is certain is 
the music has been going on for 
at least a decade. 
It is scheduled to begin at noon, 

but with warming up and mic 
tests, it is already in full swing or 
full sing by then.
A half oval of singer-musicians 

and a few rows of singers 
take their turn entertaining the 

audience, some of 
whom have moseyed 
down the hallway from 
the cafeteria after an early 
lunch at the Center.
The roster of musicians varies. 

However, look for a steel guitar, 
keyboard, mandolin, bass and a 
drum to be backed up by a host 
of guitars.
Helen Grimes has enjoyed 

singing at the Friday Jam tradition 
for about 10 years now. Her 

Hughes Senior Center
Friday Jam

Photo by Chris Roden

The Friday Jam often sees a group of singers joining together 
on a favorite song. In front is Tina Cross and in the back are 
Shirley Luthy, Deana Stake, Sue Vandergrift and Helen Grimes.

Photo by Chris Roden

Frieda Jennings enjoys singing and 
playing at the Friday Jam and has for 
10 years. Here Preston Luthy and Bill 
Jennings play along.
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Friday Jam brings music to the Hughes Senior Center
By Chris Roden

reason for attending is spiritual in 
nature.
“It gives me encouragement. I 

love to sing for the Lord and get 
the message out there for what the 
Lord wants us to do and hope that 
somebody will listen and hear it 
and learn what God wants them to 
do,” Grimes said.
Raised around Plato, she began 

singing in churches at age 15. 
Coming to the Friday Jam is a 
continuation of that. 
“It’s my family, all the other singers 

and musicians,” Grimes said.
Tom Stake, now a bass player, 

said that many years ago while 
he was in the Air Force, he played 
lead guitar with the likes of Merle 
Haggard and George Jones 
and Porter Wagoner when they 
came to Pope Air Force base in 

Fayetteville, N.C. and needed a 
guitar player. 
Stake, raised in Lebanon, had a 

band here called Scudder Country.
Most of the musicians did not 

have sheet music but simply felt 
their way through any songs they 
did not know.
Donnie Anderson, president 

of the Hughes Senior Center’s 
board, played the mandolin and 
wore a hat that was convertible 
from business to fun thanks to a 
vertically adjustable front brim. 
He has enjoyed seven years of 
jamming.
“Once I retired, I needed a place 

to hang out and people to hang out 
with. This has become a gathering 
place. We shoot pool, we play 
music and they have a gospel sing 
on Thursday morning,” Anderson 

said.
And it helps him enjoy music.
“It gives me the satisfaction of 

playing the music. I play music 
at home, but when you play by 
yourself, you don’t really have the 
satisfaction of the camaraderie and 
the fun. It’s just like playing sports 
or anything. You need participation 
from several to get more out of the 
same thing,” Anderson said.
He speculates there has been 

a Friday Jam for almost as many 
years as there has been a Hughes 
Senior Center.
Frieda Jennings is also a 10-year 

veteran of the Friday Jam.
“We’ve made so many good 

friends over the years,” Jennings 
said.
She has played a guitar all her 

life and has the finger tip calluses 

to prove it. She is the youngest 
of eight kids who all played the 
guitar.
“I didn’t study to learn how to play 

guitar. I just did what the other kids 
did,” she said.
Jennings enjoys the camaraderie 

of her fellow music lovers.
“There’s a lot of really good 

people here,” she said.
When people need a little help 

singing, people come up to the mic 
to join in. 
The Friday Jam tradition goes 

beyond the music itself. It includes 
finding new friends with similar 
interests.
“We have a good time around 

here. We’re all just a bunch of 
common people. We get together 
and enjoy each other’s company,” 
Anderson said.

Photo by Chris Roden

Ruth Wiley and Charlie Couch sing a duet with Frieda 
Jennings, far left, and Kenny Larimore, far right. Everyone 
who comes to sing at the Friday Jam gets their chance and 
sometimes more than one depending on the numbers.

Photo by Chris Roden

Martha Ruble, Donnie Anderson and Charlie Slavens play a 
tune. Anderson, president of the Hughes Senior Center’s board, 
said he also enjoys the gospel sing held Thursday mornings.



16 Laclede County, Missouri - Traditions | SPRING 2023

Employees You Can
Bank On!Bank On!

Trista L. Kaffenberger - 15 yrs, Sarah Dill - 7 yrs, Becca Jones - 7 yrs, 
Hope Starnes - Newest Member, Stephanie Dennis - 7 yrs and Jaden Millsap - 6 yrs.

1235 Beck Lane, Lebanon, MO
(417) 533-7007 • mtautomation.com

 

Call (417) 991-3200
702 Owens Dr, Lebanon
seebutlereyecare.com

MOST MAJOR INSURANCE ACCEPTED
Call Dr. Cylinda Butler today for an appointment!

Expert Vision Care
For The
Whole Family!

Dr. Butler 
has served 

the Lebanon 
community for 

over 20 years.

Now Accepting New Patients!
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For the ultimate protection of your client 
or yourself, choose Hogan Land Title

Hogan Land Title is able to provide true & equal 
protection to all parties —the Realtor, Lender, 

Builder, Home Buyer & Seller

PROTECTING
OUR

BIGGEST
INVESTMENTSCommunity’s

HOGAN LAND TITLE
OF LACLEDE COUNTY

288 E. Commercial, Lebanon • (417) 532-5333
Owner: GINGER JOHNSON

HATCHING & SHIPPING

WEEKLY SALESWEEKLY SALES
posted at cacklehatchery.com

S I N C E  1 9 3 6
OVER 200OVER 200

VARIETIES!VARIETIES!
Chickens • Bantams • Ducks   
Geese • Turkeys • And More

Cackle Hatchery®

417-532-4581
411 W. Commercial, Lebanon

www.cacklehatchery.com

CHICKS CHICKS 
for for 

SALESALE
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In a first grade classroom 
of 20 students, a certain 

level of noise, chaos or both 
might be expected but that is 
certainly not the case in Kristen 
Northcutt’s Stoutland first grade 
class. Instead there is a level of 
productive busyness, the buzz of 
young creative minds at work as 
children move about the room.
“We write stories and do 

artwork that is published in a 
book each year,” Mrs. Northcutt 
explained.  “This year’s subject is 
the seasons so each student can 
do a story on their favorite season 

and another one on the changes 
a tree goes through with each 
season. The plan is to have three 
different stories by each child, as 
long as we have enough paper 
as provided by the publisher. 
We’ll have to figure out what that 
third story might be about.”
On this particular day, students 

lined up for their teacher to 
check their artwork. Mrs. 
Northcutt examined drawings 
and paintings featuring all sorts 
of images including sunshine, 
flowers, multi-colored clouds and 
even a SCUBA diver under the 

water’s surface.
As she reviewed the pieces, she 

encouraged the young artists 
while showing respect for their 
creativity. “Can you outline this 
part in a bright color? That will 
make it stand out when it is put 
in the book…..that is lovely…..
you have been busy! Look at 
this!...I love it!....you have extra 
drawings here. Would you like to 
take these home to your mama?”
Kristen Northcutt has been 

teaching first grade at Stoutland 
for 31 years and is the third 
generation in a long line of 

teachers in her 
family. “My mother, 
Helen Jennings Howser 
was a high school music 
teacher at Stoutland for 17 years 
and then she spent her last years 
of teaching here as an elementary 
school music teacher.” She smiled 
at the memory. 
“My grandmother, Olive 

Cromer Jennings was a Stoutland 
grade school teacher and then, 
I married a high school math 
teacher, who works at Richland 
High School,” she added with 
a laugh. “I can’t take credit for 

Kristen Northcutt
STOUTLAND FIRST GRADE TEACHER

Photo by Laura L. Valenti

Children in line for their teacher, Mrs. Kristen Northcutt to check their 
artwork for a new book their class will be publishing later this spring.
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Third generation teacher 
works to mold young minds

By Laura L. Valenti

being a third generation teacher. 
That’s where God placed me and 
called me to be.”
She is quick to point out she is not 

the only area teacher who comes 
from a multi-generational line. 
Maddison Barclay Allison who 
teaches second grade down the 
hall from Kristen also comes from 
a long line of Stoutland teachers. 
Her great grandmother and her 
mother also taught at the school in 
years past.
Sweet patience can be heard in 

her voice as she calls out softly 
to the whole class and yet in this 
calm atmosphere, there is no need 
for her to raise her voice.  “I love 
you all but I don’t want to hear 

you right now.” And the light buzz 
instantly drops to a mere whisper.
Kristen and her husband, Robert 

keep up with their two sons, John 
who works in the Stoutland school 
cafeteria and Thomas who is in his 
final semester at OTC, studying to 
be an electrical lineman. When 
not at school, she helps her mother 
and enjoys her church’s activities 
at Second Baptist Church in 
Lebanon.
She admits she has seen a great 

many changes in her 30 plus years 
in the classroom. “Technology is 
probably the biggest change,” 
she continued. “When I started 
teaching, we took attendance 
and lunch counts and sent it to the 

office on a piece of paper. I had a 
book for completing lesson plans 
and now all of that is done on 
computer. I had a film projector 
in my classroom those first years 
and then a TV on a cart that I 
shared with other classrooms, 
then a shared computer. Now 
each student has their own 
Chromebook.
“Another big change is what 

is expected of each first grader 
today. A lot of what I teach now 
was required in second and third 
grades in the past. Those skills 
have filtered down over the years. 
The biggest challenge is trying to 
meet the individual needs of each 
child all year long.”

Meanwhile, make no mistake. 
Mrs. Northcutt’s class may be 
relatively quiet but that doesn’t 
mean she can’t let a little man 
or woman know when they are 
getting a bit too rambunctious.
“Mikey, I need you to sit down 

and take care of Mikey. If you 
are finished, you can get a book 
from the cabinet and read at your 
seat.”
And the best part of her job? “My 

kids,” she concluded, “because 
I feel like they are all my kids, 
every one of them. I hope they 
know they can come back to me 
even after they are gone from 
here, and that I would help them 
in any way I can.”  

Photo by Laura L. Valenti

Children at work in Kristen Northcutt’s classroom.

Submitted Photo 

Here is the photo of Kristen Northcutt and her fellow teacher, 
Maddison Barclay Allison. Today they are teaching colleagues 
but Maddison was once one of Kristen’s first graders.
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Greg Miller, M.D.
Family Medicine

C. David Eastep, PA-C
Family Medicine

Dan Johnson, MSN, APRN-BC, 
Family Medicine

Neil Schwartzman, M.D. 
Internal Medicine

Laura Seaman, FNP-C
Family Medicine

Our team is committed to you.
With a new facility and expanded capabilities, that commitment is only growing deeper. This spring, a 
30,000-square-foot medical destination will open between Cowan Drive and I-44. Lake Regional Health 
System’s new Lebanon Campus will provide greater convenience along with access to excellent care from 
people who are fully invested in this community. Learn more at LAKEREGIONAL.COM/LEBANON.

LEBANON
441 W. Elm St.
• PRIMARY CARE
• EXPRESS CARE
• HOME HEALTH
• OCCUPATIONAL

MEDICINE

128 E. Commercial St.
• GASTROENTEROLOGY
• HEART CARE
• NEPHROLOGY
• ORTHOPEDICS
• PULMONOLOGY

OUR
COMMITMENT
RUNS
DEEP

Lake Regional Clinic – Lebanon

To make an appointment with a primary 
care provider, call 417-532-2805.
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E. 32 Plaza, 840 Hwy. 32 
Lebanon, MO 

417-532-3155

HOUSE of IVEY

Custom Slaughter House and Processing

No Livestock? No Problem! Bulk ordering meat 
bundles available! (And cheaper!)

Retailer of USDA Select Beef • Pork • Chicken • Fish & More

417-588-2329 • 26415 East Hwy 32, Lebanon
Mon. - Fri. 7am to 5pm • Sat. 8am to Noon

Credit, Debit & EBT Cards Accepted

Local Butchers.
Delicious Meat.

Owners Colby & Stacy Cox

Come check out our fully stocked retail store. We’d love to MEAT you!

417-532-3450 
1205 E. Rt. 66, Lebanon

Mon-Sat: 10:30am-10:30pm
WWW.TAYLORSDAIRYJOY.COM

Our ice cream & milkshakes 
have been 
a tradition Come in to try 

one of our famous 
Banana Splits!Since 

1957!

Your Local Hardware Store Hardware Store 
In Lebanon Since 1946In Lebanon Since 1946

417.532.9181
North 5 Hwy at YY Hwy

Lebanon, MO

Your “Honey Do” List
Just Got A Whole Lot Easier!

Tools | Hardware | Lumber
Building | Plumbing | Electrical

Lighting | Locks & Security
Doors & Windows | Paint Center

Unmatched
Customer

Service

Check
Out Our

LOW
Prices!
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Auctioning is a tradition 
that is going once, 

going twice, and sold to 
three generations of Knights 
operating the Knight Auction 
Service.
Gerald Knight, who passed 

away in 2014, began the 
business in 1958. 
“My dad loved to auctioneer. 

He truly did. It wasn’t a job to 
him,” Steve Knight said.
His sons, Steve and Jeff, run the 

business today with Gerald’s 
wife, Wanda, making sure 
things get done right.
The auctioneering bug bit Steve 

Knight early on. He remembers 
playing with Gerald’s PA system 
as a first or second-grader.
“About half the time, I’d be 

auctioneering, and the other 
half the time, I’d be preaching. 
Of course, my sisters were 
there. When I passed the plate, 
they didn’t give anything, so I 

went the auctioneer route,” he 
said.
The business has changed over 

the years.
Two years before he heard 

the word Covid, Knight was 
predicting a movement into 
online only sales five or 10 
years in the future. Covid-19 
moved up that timeline.
“Once Covid hit, it forever 

changed the auction business 
... we knew we couldn’t get a 

large group of 
people to come 
together, so that 
forced us to go into 
online sales,” he said.
However, it was a positive 

move for Knight Auction 
Service. “You’re selling two and 
half times more stuff,” he said.
However, it is more work for 

the Knights and their staff, made 
harder since almost all have a 
day job outside the business.

Knight Auction Service
Going, Going, Gone

Submitted Photo

Before the Knight Auction Service began primarily relying on internet auctions to serve 
its customers, these folks would show up at auctions and move items as quickly as possible. 
Farm auctions were an opportunity for friends and neighbors to get together safely in the pre-
Covid-19 world. 

Submitted Photo

Photo from Bittersweet 
magazine, Gerald Knight 
started Knight Auction 
Service in 1958. He passed 
on in 2014, leaving his sons, 
Steve and Jeff, and his wife 
Wanda to run the business.
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Auctioning is a family 
tradition for the 

Knight family
By Chris Roden

“It’s way more labor intensive,” 
Jeff Knight said. He works at 
Knight Auction when he is not 
in Jefferson City being the 129th 
district’s representative.
A huge task for online auctions 

is uploading photos of each lot 
for sale. A typical auction is 
1,400 lots, so by photographing 
200 lots an hour, Steve Knight 
stays busy with his phone’s 
camera and his computer. 
They often ship packages to 15 

to 20 states and even to Canada.
Tyler Knight, a principal at 

Camdenton, is part of the third 
generation keeping up the 
auctioneering tradition along 
with his sister McKenzie, a pre-K 
teacher at Strafford, and Jeff’s 
daughter Savanna, who do the 
shipping after their teaching 
days end.
He enjoys it as both a hobby 

and as a different type of 
challenge for him. 
“All that being said, the main 

reason for me is it is something 
I get to do with my dad,” Tyler 
said.
He remembers Gerald’s bad 

jokes and how he treated people 
from the time he followed him 
around with clerk sheets at age 
six or seven.
He and Uncle Jeff went to 

auctioneer school while Steve 
simply learned from his dad.
“I went to the Gerald School of 

Auctioneering,” he said.
Steve Knight described his 

mother, Wanda, as an “81-year-
old Eveready battery bunny ... 
There have been days when I 
follow her around, and I’m worn 
out.” 
He said Gerald would have 

hated online auctions.
“My dad was a people person. 

He loved auctioneering. He 
would definitely have hated it for 
about the first three months and 
then when he saw the difference 
from the business aspect of it, he 
might not have liked it, but he 
would have accepted it,” Knight 
said.
The Knight Auction Service 

continues a family tradition while 
adapting to changing times.
“We’ve been very blessed to be 

in business for a lot of years and 
to go through a lot of changes. 
Hopefully, it just keeps on 
going,” Steve Knight said.
The business’s name identifies 

the reason some family members 
put in extra hours past their day 
jobs.
“The main thing that keeps me 

coming back is it’s Knight Auction 
Service,” Jeff Knight said.

Submitted Photo

Photo from Bittersweet magazine, from 1958 until 
Covid-19 made group events problematic, a farm sale with 
Knight Auction Service enticed a few hundred folks to cluster 
about the auctioneer and lay eyes on what was for sale. 
Today, practically all their sales take place online.

Submitted Photo

A Monday morning after a Sunday sale means gathering a 
lot of paperwork and delivering items to the winning bidders. 
Jeff Knight, Amy Knight and Wanda Knight keep things 
running smoothly.
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Art at the Farm, a past 
tradition in Lebanon 

is making its return this year 
after being eclipsed by various 
health concerns in recent years.  
Started by Bill and Vera Harrill, 
members of the Lebanon Art 
Guild, on their farm in 2000, 
the summer event grew over the 
next few years to include artists, 
their work in various mediums, 
and good food.
“It rained that first year,” Bill 

Harrill remembered recently 
while spending time at the 
downtown location of the 
Lebanon Art Guild. “We still 
had 80 people come out that 
first time.”
Bill’s grandfather bought the 

family’s 260 acre farm in 1919 
where he raised cattle, goats 
and sheep. Bill’s parents took 
it over in 1945 where they 
ran a dairy operation after 
electrification came to the area. 
They also raised 100 chickens 
each year and sold eggs as well 
as some of the chickens. After 
serving in the US Navy and 
fighting in the Korean war, Bill 
returned and earned his college 
degree in electrical engineering 
at Springfield and then at the 
school known as the University 
of Missouri at Rolla. 
He and Vera took over the farm 

in 1970 and began raising beef 
cattle there in 1985. “I had 7 

brothers and sisters and I’m the 
oldest,” he added. “They started 
at the bottom and went up, 
asking each of my brothers and 
sisters if they were interested.  I 
was the last one they asked and 
I said ‘yes’.” 
Still, the Harrills left the area 

again to work in Alaska 
for several years. “I was 
the manager of computer 
(electronic) maintenance at 
Valdez for the Alaska Pipeline, 
in charge of all of the electronic 
maintenance. And Vera taught 
school while we were there. The 
oil spill in that area happened 
after we left. We went back 
up there one summer, and you 
couldn’t even get a motel room. 
Everything was taken up by the 
clean-up workers who came in 
after that and stayed for a very 
long time.”
Upon returning to the farm, Bill 

and Vera found a new adventure 
with Art at the Farm running for 
several years in a row. Vera, one 
of the founders of the Lebanon 
Art Guild, commissioned the 
well-known mural on the side of 
their barn which was done by 
Roberto Regalado and Linda 
Spencer, former member artists 
of the local guild.   
“Art At the Farm grew each 

year after that,” Bill continued. 
“One year, we were told there 
was close to 200 people there. 

Submitted Photo

Bill and Vera Harrill at the Lebanon Art Guild

Art at the Farm
Returning Tradition
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Submitted Photos

Top, Flier for first Art at the Farm event in 2000 at Bill and Vera 
Harrill’s farm. Above, Mural painted on the side of Bill and Vera’s barn 
for the first Art At the Farm. Left, Quilts as well as paintings at Art at 
the Farm. 

Two thousand nine was the 
last time we held it at the farm 
because of some of our own 
health issues. Then the show 
moved to Marilyn’s Nursery on 
North 5 Highway outside of 
Lebanon for the next three years 
and was called Art in Bloom. 
Since Marilyn’s closed, it hasn’t 
been held again and then of 
course, there was Covid.”
“That first year, the art guild 

members brought out food and 
we had it like a pot luck,” Vera 
added.
“After that one of the members 

brought a cooker and we cooked 
and sold food for the next few 
years, to make a little more to 
raise money for the art guild,” 
Bill continued. 
For the first time in nearly a 

decade, Art At the Farm is coming 
back to the area this summer, 
once again, offering multiple art 

forms, such as paintings, pottery, 
quilts, fiber art, multi-media art, 
basketry, carving and sculptures.
“This year it will be at the 

Whirlwind Ranch, Saturday, June 
24 from 10 am to 5 pm,” Sherri 
Harrill, Bill and Vera’s daughter 
explained.  She is in charge of 
the 2023 event, working to get 
everything lined out since she 
has just recently moved back to 
the area, also from Alaska. 
“This new location is a good 

layout,” Bill concluded. “There 
is a great barn with overhangs 
and people can bring their own 
tents, if they want. It’s a lot of 
work getting everything ready. 
We hope people will come out 
again and enjoy all the different 
kinds of artwork.”
Whirlwind Ranch is located 

seven miles east of Lebanon on 
Highway 32 and two miles north 
on Snowberry Drive. 

Couple works to bring 
art to the farm

By Laura L. Valenti
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20725 State Hwy W, Lebanon, MO • 417-588-1082

Dedicated to the boat building industry for 30 years

Leading the way 
in Employee 
Satisfaction!

Rue Industries Inc.

“They’re good people
to work for.”

- Sheila Ryan, since ‘95

“Love the people I work with
 It’s a fun family, everyone is

there for each other.”

- Jennifer Atteberry, since ‘93

“They do a lot for
 their employees.”

- Gary Inman, since ‘95

325 W Commercial St, Lebanon, MO 65536

Mon - Sat: 
8:30AM–4:30PM(417) 588-2219

OVER 66 
COMBINED 
YEARS OF 
EXPERIENCE. 

We don’t just sell insurance. 
It’s much more personal than that. 

MIKE LIGHT 
INSURANCE AGENCY LLC

Working with someone who knows you and your 
community. Someone who takes the time to see 

what coverage you need - that’s the personal 
attention you get with Mike Light Insurance. 

Proudly 
Representing:

“Our Family Serving Your Family”
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Looking for work? Check out these businesses!Looking for work? Check out these businesses!

Heather Hightower, General Manager 
930 Ivey Lane, Lebanon, MO 65536
P: (417) 533-3100 • F: (417) 533-5858 
Res: (877) 461-1402

Stachia Helton & Hollie Knight
1921 West Elm St., Lebanon, MO 65536
P: (417) 991-3312  
M-Th: 4pm-9pm | F: 4pm-10pm | Sat: 11am-10pm

Bambi Johnson, General Manager 
1-44 Exit 127, 1955 W. Elm St., Lebanon, MO 65536 
P: (417) 532-1111 • F: (417) 532-8650 
Res: (800) 465-4329 

Lisa Stinnett, General Manager 
1831 W. Elm St., Lebanon, MO 65536 
P: (417) 588-2574 • F: (417) 588-2580 
Res: (800)454-3213

 FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS

2nd Generation Family Restaurant... 
raising the 3rd Generation!
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A long-held tradition in this 
area is Opening Day of 

trout season, March 1 at Bennett 
Spring State Park. Many families 
have come for generations to 
Bennett on that special day, 
often braving inclement weather 
as winter gets in one more blast 
before milder spring days arrive. 
Some of those folks who come 

year after year shared their 
stories.
Barry Clarke of Bloomington, 

Indiana is retired from sales in the 
food service industry, but he has 
been keeping a log of his and his 
friends’ trips to Bennett Spring 
since 1982. “We started coming 
before that,” he commented, 

“but I know my log goes back 
that far.” Friends, including Pete 
Link and Tim Tilford, have made 
their sojourn to Bennett an annual 
event they look forward to each 
year. “We’re all fly fishermen 
and fly tyers,” Clarke continued. 
“I remember one year, standing 
in the water, close to the tower 

(gauge house) 
near the spring, 
toward the end of 
the day on March 1. 
I was all by myself, which 
of course, never happens on 
Opening Day. It was a warm 
day and a new hatch of the little 
flies of some sort was hovering 

Bennett Spring State Park
Opening Day Traditions

Submitted Photo

Members of the Jones family pictured are, first on the left Caleb Jones, 
third from the right Clayton Jones and at the far right, Kenny Jones.



SPRING 2023 | Laclede County, Missouri - Traditions 29

near the surface of the water and 
those trout were rising all around 
me, everywhere. It was truly a 
magical moment.”
He concluded. “Opening Day 

is a chance to get together each 
year, catch up with old friends, tie 
some flies and tell some stories. 
Some years, depending on the 
weather, we walk the stream 
the day before. The best thing is 
the camaraderie, just spending 
time with other fishermen, old 
friends.”
Caleb Jones of Columbia, 

Missouri and his brother, Clayton 
have been hosting a fish camp 
at Bennett on Opening Day for 
many years. A tradition begun 
by their grandfather, Carson 
Teel 35 years ago, the brothers 
have continued the annual ritual 
which often includes 20 to 30 
guys, many of whom work in 
Jefferson City as Caleb does 
as the CEO of Missouri’s rural 
electric cooperatives.
“My dad and I were both 

state representatives, so we 

have different ones who come 
each year or stop by, including 
the governor, the lieutenant 
governor, the director of 
DNR (Department of Natural 
Resources) or the Conservation 
Department director. 
“My brother and I don’t get 

to fish a lot on Opening Day. 
Instead, we bring about 20 or 
30 ultra-lite fishing rods and reels 
to get the new guys broke in, as 
we have new ones come each 
year. Then at the end of the day, 
he and I sneak off to get in a little 
fly fishing on our own.
“This year we broke in a new 

generation as my brother, 
Clayton brought his son, Carter 
who is 12 and I brought my son, 
Max who is 9. It was great!”
Governor Mike Parson also 

commented on the brothers’ fish 
camp. “Kenny Jones and his 
sons, Clayton and Caleb have 
had a Fish Camp for as long as 
I can remember. Teresa and I 
enjoy stopping by each year to 
see everyone. It’s always a good 

chance to eat some frog legs and 
catch up with friends from all 
over the state.”
James McGowan of southwest 

Missouri lived the last 20 years 

in Cedar Creek in Taney County 
and just recently bought a farm 
in Ava, Missouri. He retired from 
working in software development 
for the Mercy Health Care system.  

Bennett Spring Opening Day 
By Laura L. Valenti

Submitted Photo

James McGowan with some of the younger generations of his 
family who come to Bennett Spring each year for Opening Day 
on March 1.

Opening Day is a chance to 
get together each year, catch up 

with old friends, tie some flies and 
tell some stories.

Barry Clarke
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Submitted Photo

Carson Teel (left), grandfather to Clayton Jones (center) and 
Caleb Jones (right) of Jefferson City, Mo.

“I’ve never missed an Opening 
Day since 1983,” he began. 
“After I came back from the 
service, I had three kids to raise on 
my own. We started out staying in 
a tent in the sites with no electric, 
because that was the cheapest 
way to go. Then in a couple of 

years, we moved up to the sites 
with electric and we could put 
a little space heater in our tent. 
Then I got us a pop up camper 
and I put my name on the list to 
get a cabin for Opening Day. I 
was probably on that list for 10 to 
11 years before a cabin became 
available,” he continued with 
a laugh. “Then they called and 
asked if I still wanted one and I 
said, yes! So, did somebody die? 
Is that why there is one available 
now? And I was told, well, yes, 
as a matter of fact that is exactly 
what happened!”
These days, James McGowan 

is in a wheelchair, as a result 
of his exposure years ago to 
Agent Orange while in the 
military.  “Those ladies at the 

I’ve never 
missed an 

Opening Day 
since 1983

James McGowan
Submitted Photo

Barry Clarke, Tim Tilford, and Pete Link of Indiana.
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Bennett Spring store take good 
care of me. They’ve gotten me a 
handicapped cabin for the last 
many years on Opening Day. 
These days there are so many 
coming as grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren have joined 
in the fun. We don’t all fit in one 
cabin so we’ve added a goose-
neck camper to the mix so all of 
them can be there.
“I’ve never missed an Opening 

Day. A couple of years ago, I’d 
just gotten out of the hospital 
and I wasn’t sure I was going 
to make it. This year, I’m feeling 
pretty good and looking forward 
to March 1. I’ve only caught two 
lunkers as they call the big ones. A 

few years ago, I was fishing near 
the Whistle Bridge and I hooked 
into one of those lunkers. There 
was a lady fisherman nearby and 
when she saw it, she hollered, 
‘Lunker!’ as it is a tradition with 
the experienced fishermen to 
pull in their lines so as not to get 
tangled up with someone trying 
to pull in a big one. Well, there 
was one fisherman, a new one 
I’d guess and he didn’t pull in his 
line immediately like the others. 
So this lady stalks over to him and 
yells again, ‘I said, Lunker!’ and 
then the fellow looked around at 
the others and pulled in his line. 
It made me laugh.”
James McGowan has two 

sons and a daughter, five 
granddaughters, one grandson, 
two great granddaughters and 
one great grandson. “I love 
being outdoors. This whole thing 
has always been kid motivated, 
starting back all those years 
ago in a tent on Opening Day. 
We’ve had some wonderful times 
at Bennett Spring and I look 
forward to many more with all 
these kids.”

Submitted Photo

Photo of James McGowan’s 
grandsons, Walter and James. 
Walt is James’ great grandson 
and James is James’ (grandfather) 
grandson

Submitted Photo

In the back of the pickup truck, Max Jones, age 8, son of Caleb Jones and Carter 
Jones, age 12, son of Clayton Jones, at their first Opening Day.
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(417) 588-3616
399 S Jefferson Ave,

Lebanon, MO

Subs on our famous homemade bread
Pizza • Spaghetti • Stromboli • Salads • Brownies 

Dine-In or Carry-OutDine-In or Carry-Out

Serving up the best subs, pizza 
and service since 1966!

Hannah W., Lilly, Teresa, Hannah, Mike, Tonja, Jackie, Leah, Cayla

2021 S. Jefferson Ave. Suite B, Lebanon

CCFarm & Home
Bolivar    Lebanon Bolivar • 3260 S Springfield Ave • (417) 326-2436Lebanon • 1680 W Elm • (417) 532-7158

WWW.CANDCFARMANDHOME.COM

Farm Supplies & Equipment 
Automotive • Hardware • Lawn & Garden

Power Equipment • Animal Health 
 Pet Essentials • Clothing • Toys • Gift Ware 

Family owned and operated since 1970. 
C&C Farm and Home provides our 

community with excellent service, quality 
merchandise, and fair prices on everything 

from farm gates to picture frames.

OVER 50 YEARS 
of experience serving 

Laclede County families.
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SELLING OR
BUYING CALL ME!

#1
Real Estate

www.BeckyBurk.com • Email: beckyburk@realtor.com

SELLING  LEBANON SINCE 1990
• HOMES • LAND • FARMS  

• COMMERCIAL

$24,100,000 Sold 2022$24,100,000 Sold 2022

Stats 12/2022Stats 12/2022

REALTOR IN
LEBANON

Becky BurkBecky Burk

417-588-4669

741 S. Jefferson, Lebanon, MO 417-991-1302 

#1 in Transactions  #1 in Dollar Value
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Niangua River Oasis, 
perhaps better known 

as NRO, has been a staple of 
summer tourism for Laclede and 
Dallas County for decades.
Customers enjoy the floating and 

fishing and camping so much that 
family traditions are born.
For example, Carl Stanton 

started a long NRO tradition 
when he took his family for a 
float in 1984. He took his own 
first float there in 1981 with his 
Ford Motor Co. coworkers and 
then began bringing his family 
three years later.
His daughter, Stacey Stanton 

Flowers, has made it a point to 
continue the tradition with her 
husband, Tom, and her kids 
and to reminisce since her dad  
passed in 1999.
“We have a good time. It’s 

relaxing waking up on the river 
with the nature. It’s a little bit 
rowdy sometimes, but we kind of 
enjoy that sometimes,” Flowers 
said.
It was Bob and Barbara Burns 

who started NRO in 1977.
Missy Burns Evans was eight or 

nine years old when the canoes 
began floating.
“I grew up in the company ... 

this is the only job I’ve really ever 
had,” Evans said.
Evans described her herself as 

a people person, which makes 
working with the high volume of 
customers tolerable during the 
peak season.
“When it starts, it’s seven days 

a week of go, go go. We all get 
what we call ‘Augustitis’ about 
the end of July because we’re all 
very tired and grouchy. We’re 
about done dealing with people,” 
Evans said.
Like her customers, some of 

her employees return each year 
to NRO and have for 30 or 40 

years.
“We have a lot 

of people that come 
back here year after 
year,” Evans said.
On a typical Saturday during 

the summer, some 60 workers are 
shuttling floaters and watercraft, 
retrieving them from the river, 
selling items at the store or renting 
cabins and camping spots.
The work force drops down to 

four in the off-season. She said 
some families rent a large cabin 
at Christmas to accommodate 
their family gatherings.
Some dedicated floaters and 

Niangua River Oasis
Generations on the Niangua

Submitted Photo

NRO has a large fleet of rubber rafts, canoes and kayaks to fit the needs of its customers. Many locals have 
worked at NRO and bucked canoes onto trailers for a quick shuttle to a river access. 
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NRO is a staple of 
summer tourism in Laclede County

By Chris Roden

anglers still rent watercraft during 
the winter. Evans said she rented 
three canoes on January 16. 
NRO’s repeat customers vary 

widely in their traditions.
The Booze Cruise is scheduled 

for the sixth time this year with 60-
75 locals getting together.
And Chris Sloan’s church group 

has been coming to NRO for 
41 years, arriving on a Sunday 
and leaving Friday morning and 
floating every day in between.
“Sometimes they have eight to 

ten kids get saved out of one week 
of that,” Evans said.
The Springfield Park Board brings 

its boats to float Down’s Syndrome 
kids on the Niangua.
“They take out down here and 

then they come up to the store, 
and they get ice cream. My dad 
always called them ‘kids,’ but 
some of them are 50 to 60 years 
old, but they still enjoy hollering 
for their ice cream,” Evans said.
Evans takes the business seriously 

and is a board member for the 
western district of the Missouri 
Canoe and Floaters Association. 
“I’m sure I’ll retire someday—I’m 

not going to live forever—but my 
mom and dad built this company. 
We lost my dad in 2018, and 
my mom does not want to sell the 
company. She wants this company 
to stay here, pass it down 
generation to generation, so her 
kids and grandkids always have a 
place to work,” Evans said.

Spring visitors will find the 
restaurant has become the store 
and the old store building removed 

to avoid flood damages.
But the traditions connected 

to NRO will last longer than 

its buildings and keep patrons 
and employees coming back to 
Niangua River Oasis.

Submitted Photos

Top left, Missy Burns Evans says locals have made it a tradition for a get-together at NRO. The Booze 
Cruise lives up to its name as its participants enjoy each other's company and their beverages of choice. 
Above right, Bob Burns and his wife, Barbara not pictured, began Niangua River Oasis in 1977. Since that 
time, thousands of floaters and campers have enjoyed what the Niangua has to offer. Bob Burns died in 
2018. Above left, Carl Stanton's descendents have made NRO and floating the Niangua a family tradition. 
His daughter Stacey Stanton Flowers said waking up with nature was relaxing.
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As results are counted on 
election night, scouts have 

become a familiar sight at the 
Laclede County Courthouse.
Scouts from Troop 57 show up 

around 7 p.m. and stand by as 
results come in from the local 
precincts. As the ballot boxes 
arrive, the scouts help with the 
labor of getting the ballots into 
the courthouse to be counted. 
Steve Norris, former 

scoutmaster who is now charter 
organization representative for 
the St. Francis De Sales Catholic 
Church, said the scouts have 
been performing this service 
for years, but he does not know 
how many. St. Francis sponsors 
the troop.
“It’s just something that we’ve 

continued, one, as a community 
project and the county also 
makes a small donation to the 
troop every time that we do 
that,” he said.
Since the troop is reimbursed, 

he said it really doesn’t count as 
community service hours.
“It is something community 

related,” he said. “The county 
contacts us about a month or 
so before each election and 
depending on whether it’s 
countywide or just several polling 
stations, we make sure we have 
enough scouts available to be 
there.”
He said each polling station 

has at least two 
cases of ballots if 
not more.
“Some of the people 

working elections are 
senior,” he said. “Once we bring 
them inside, we move them to 
another area in the courthouse 
where they can store them.”
The polling stations close at 

about 7 p.m. so they work about 
an hour and a half when there’s 
an election, he said. 
“We’re glad to do it and plan 

to keep doing it in the future 
to support our community,” he 
said.
Scoutmaster Donovan Hibbs 

said the troop works to help the 
community any way they can.
“We do that every election to 

help out the workers who’ve 
been working all day, most of 
them are pretty tired by then,” 

Submitted Photo

Boy Scouts from Troop 57 help unload supplies on a recent election 
night. The scouts help out election workers with some of the labor of 
carrying the ballots into the courthouse.  

Troop 57 Scouts
Trusted Delivery

We’re glad to 
do it and plan 

to keep doing 
it in the future 
to support our 
community.”

Steve Norris
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Hibbs said.  
Election night each of the 

polling stations come to the 
east side of the courthouse.
Laclede County Clerk Linda 

Cansler said the scouts have 
been a big help for election 
workers.
“Our judges when they come 

in after an election have had a 
very long day, making multiple 
trips carrying in all the supplies 
they need with the ballots, they 
might make a couple trips out 
there,” she said. “Someone 
made the connection that it 
would be a win-win if there 

was someone who could get a 
benefit from seeing the process, 
and our election judges only 
have to make one trip in 
carrying the ballots into the 
counting room while the Boy 
Scouts can handle the supplies 
and we have people to check 
those in. They can take care 
of secured equipment while 
our judges are taking care of 
secured ballots.”
She said the Scouts made the  

process run more smoothly.
“The interaction has been 

good between the Boy Scouts, 
their leaders and the election 

judges,” she said. 
Hibbs said one of the troop’s 

other major community services 
is a flag retirement for old flags, 

something they usually do twice 
a year.  VFW collects the flags 
and there is a collection box at 
the courthouse for flags. 

Boy Scouts taking the load off Election Judges
By Steve Smith 

Submitted Photos

Election workers and scouts work on the process of bringing containers into the courthouse for counting.
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417-588-4497 • cjclassiccars.com 
19800 West Route 66 • Lebanon MO

For 20 plus years, we have 
provided classic car and truck 
restoration services, custom metal 
fabrication, repair, service and 
maintenance on American Hot 
Rods, Rat Rods, Street Rods, and 
every kind of classic car and truck.

RESTORATION PERFORMANCE

2020  ++

Bringing Family Traditions Bringing Family Traditions 
back to Lifeback to Life

1966 GTO

FAMILY IS AT THE HEART OF EVERYTHING WE DO.

We are a three-generation strong family business.

1001 Lynn St • Lebanon, Missouri 65536 • 417-532-6161 • www.shadelscolonialchapel.com

Trust us to help you solve your most important details 
to provide peace of mind for your Loved ones. 
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This Friday and Satur-

day night at 7 p.m., over 

50 LHS drama students 

will put on “Footloose 

the Musical” in the Cow-

an Civic Center Theatre.
First-year LHS drama 

teacher Sabrina Sander is 

directing her first musi-

cal with LHS choir direc-

tor Max Jackson acting 

as the musical director.
“I just want them to 

do so well ... I commend 

them for  their  hard 

work,” Sander said.
Thanks to school be-

ing out this past Friday 

and Monday, Sander 

used the free time for 

rehearsing the show four 

times and giving the 

students notes to further 

polish their performanc-

es.
Ticket prices are $8 

for adults and $5 for stu-

dents and staff.
Sander has filled the 

principal roles with vet-

eran drama department 

actors and singers.
Jackson VanFosson 

plays the Ren McCor-

mack part made famous 

by Kevin Bacon. Ren is 

the rebel who comes to 

Bomont, Utah, and finds 

a cause: to bring dancing 

back to the tiny religious 

town.
Alia Barker plays Ari-

el Moore, the daughter 

of a preacher and anx-

ious to bring dancing 

and normalcy back to 

Bomont after the death 

of her brother.

The part of Willard 

Hewitt is played by Jack 

Watts. He plays the hay-

seed role, played by 

Miles Teller in the 2011 

movie version of “Foot-

loose,” with gusto.
Bella Anderson plays 

Vi Moore, Ariel’s moth-

er and the Rev. Shaw 

Moore’s wife. She said 

she fits well into the role 

since younger members 

of the cast already see 

her as a mother figure. 
As  Ol ivia  Cl i f ton 

plays the part of Rusty, 

Ariel’s best friend. She 

looks forward to her 

c h a r a c t e r ’ s  s i n g i n g 

about her non-dancing 

boyfriend.
Owen Antoszewski 

plays a spiritual man, 

the Rev. Shaw Moore, 

who is against dancing 

and other activities that 

could endanger the kids 

of Bomont.
Despite the conflicts 

in the musical, attendees 

may leave the theatre 

ready to cut footloose.

CHRIS RODEN
EDITOR@LACLEDERECORD.COM  

LHS students cut loose in “Footloose the Musical”

LCR Photo/Chris Roden

Jackson VanFosson plays Ren Mc-

Cormack to Alia Barker’s Ariel Moore 

in “Footloose the Musical.” Perfor-

mances are Friday and Saturday nights 

at 7 p.m. in the Cowan Civic Center 

Theatre.

With the help of some 

Boy Scouts, the City of 

Lebanon is taking action 

to control nuisance birds 

in the downtown area.
The scouts went into 

action Saturday install-

ing falcon boxes on the 

water tower and the Joe 

Knight building.
Ci ty  o f  Lebanon 

Communications Man-

ager Derek Gean ex-

plained the city’s role in 

the project.
“The City of Lebanon 

partnered with the Leb-

anon Boy Scout Troop 

57 by purchasing the 

materials for them to 

build falcon boxes for 

the downtown area,” 

he said. “The project 

will help improve bio-

diversity in the district 

and provide a natural 

solution to nuisance 

wildlife. The Lebanon 

Fire Department met 

with the Scouts on Sat-

urday morning to install 

the boxes - one above 

Mel’s on Madison and 

the other on the Down-

town water tower. We 

are proud we had the 

opportunity to part-

ner with the scouts to 

improve Downtown 

Lebanon.” 
Eric Adams, an adult 

leader with the troop, 

said the city contacted 

them six months ago 

about installing the box-

es in Downtown Leb-

anon.
“We built two falcon 

boxes, they’re about 32 

inches square, they’re 

made of cedar, so it 

wouldn’t deteriorate 

over time, “he said. 

“We were very cautious 

about using chemicals 

or sealants that would 

affect the birds, we used 

natural materials and 

pea gravel as a bedding 

for the falcon nest.”
Adams said the boxes 

would help promote 

natural predators in the 

city to control the nui-

sance bird population 

downtown. 

Scouts install falcon boxes for city 

STEVE SMITH 
SSMITH@LACLEDERECORD.COM

Photos by Eric Adams

Boy Scouts from Troop 57 installed a falcon box on 

the downtown water tower Saturday with help from the 

Lebanon Fire Department. A box was also installed on 

the Joe Knight building at Commercial and Madison.

See ‘SCOUTS’/page A3
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LONDON
NEW YEAR CHEER IN Conway cheerleading 

members perform in the 

London New Year’s parade.

See pages 8-9

417-532-9131 • 100 E. Commercial, Lebanon • www.laclederecord.com

Your Local Community Newspaper
A Tradition in Laclede County since 1866

1 Year Subscription

$4999

You can continue that tradition by becoming better connected with your community with 
a “traditional” print subscription plus start a new digital tradition.

You can call the office at 417-532-9131 
with your credit or debit card.

Circu 1998

Stop by: 100 E. Commercial, Lebanon 
Monday - Friday: 8 A.M. - 5 P.M. 

Mail check: P.O. Box 192, Lebanon, MO 65536

You can receive the print edition 
delivered to your home or business, 
plus the e-edition is FREE with your 

subscription if you prefer to read 
the newspaper on-line.



SPRING 2023 | Laclede County, Missouri - Traditions 39

C & S Towing Inc.

24-HOUR
TOWING

HERE FOR YOU
WHEN YOU NEED US.

417-532-3871 • 245 S. Jackson • Lebanon, MO
Most major towing clubs & credit cards accepted

Towing & Air Bag
Recovery Services

C & S
Towing Inc.

Elizabeth ComptonElizabeth Compton

SHUT THE FRONT DOORSHUT THE FRONT DOOR

“Elizabeth Compton was friendly, knowledgeable, and 
walked us through the process of looking for and buying a 

house. She was very helpful and attentive, while maintaining 
a quick response time to any of my questions. I definitely 

would and have recommended her to others.”
- Daniel W.

CALL ELIZABETH TODAY! 

Perfect Home!on your

 Cell: 417-991-9411
Office: 417-991-2BUY
1410 W. Elm, Lebanon
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You may know him only 
by his voice that echoes 

throughout ‘Jacket Stadium on a 
Friday night, but football public 
address announcer Justin Shadel 
has embraced his role and loves 
the job of getting fans fired up 
on big plays and making an 
atmosphere for everyone to enjoy. 
Shadel has been in the position 
since 2005 and took over the 
job the same year that Will 
Christian became the head 
coach of the Yellowjackets. 
He has a smooth yet powerful 
voice that has allowed him to 
succeed at his job to help carry on 
the tradition of Lebanon football. 

Since he was 
young, Shadel 
always enjoyed the 
radio aspect side of 
sports broadcasting, but not 
until 2004 did he think he would 
ever be spending his Friday 
nights doing what he does. 
“My dad (Rusty) had some 
fellow 1971 football buddies at 
a game in 2004, and it was the 
first time they had been back all 
together since they graduated,” 
he explained. “I thought it would 
be nice if the PA announcer 
would mention that they were in 
the house. I went upstairs to ask 
former public address announcer 

Justin Shadel
Touchdown

Submitted Photo

Pictured is Justin Shadel with his son, Drew, at a Mizzou football 
game. Shadel has served as the football public address announcer 
since 2005 for Lebanon.

Photo by Alex Boyer

Justin Shadel has been the "voice of Yellowjacket football" 
since 2005. Shadel serves as the Public Address Announcer for 
football games on Friday night at 'Jacket Stadium. He is pictured in 
his seat in the LHS press box.
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Malcolm “Mac” Decker if he would 
read a short message I had written 
for the former Yellowjackets. 
“When I got up there, Mac 
looked at me and said, “why 
don’t you read it?” It caught me 
off guard, but I didn’t hesitate to 
grab the microphone and read the 
message. After I was done, Mac 
looked at me and asked if I would 
start doing the PA announcing for 
Friday nights. Without hesitation, 
I gladly accepted it and started 
the preparation for the next 
season. I have only missed one 
game due to COVID since.” 
When he took over in the booth, 
he knew there were some 
changes he wanted to add to 
the game day atmosphere.  
“I was immediately interested 
in the position because I have 
always enjoyed listening to radio 
broadcasters,” Shadel stated. 
“When I played, we never had 
music or any stadium atmosphere, 
and I wanted to change that right 
away. So basically, I combined my 
love of music and broadcasting 
to try to create an unforgettable 
atmosphere for the players and 
coaches because they deserve it.” 
As an LHS graduate in 1997, 
Shadel experienced the glory days 
of Friday Night Lights, playing four 
years for the Yellowjackets after 
he moved to Lebanon in 1987 
before his 3rd-grade year. During 
high school, he met his wife, 
Heather, and played baseball 

through his sophomore year. 
“My favorite part of the job is 
getting into the booth,” he said. “I 
am fortunate enough to spend time 
in the locker room or on the field 
before the game, but when I sit 
down in my spot in the press box 
looking over the field from the 50-
yard line, I know it’s go time. I still 
get some butterflies, not necessarily 
because of nerves about what I’m 
doing but for the game itself. I 
know how those kids in the locker 
room feel before they step out 
on the field for Friday nights.” 

However, it wouldn’t be fair to 
give Shadel all the credit, as he 
wanted to make sure to mention 
the crew that helps him in the box. 
“Our Mayor, Jared Carr, has 
been with me side-by-side since 
2005,” said Shadel. “We spent 
hours over the years preparing 
for Friday night. He was my first 
spotter, but his position changed 
to full-on video production when 
the video board came along. 
Jared has a passion for technology 
and how it can be used to 
create an atmosphere unlike any 

other in high school football. 
“Joe Carr has taken over as my 
spotter in the booth. He makes me 
sound like I have three sets of eyes. 
During every play, he immediately 
tells me what jersey number has 
the ball, what jersey number 
makes the tackle, and what yard 
line the ball is on. I pride myself 
on getting that information out as 
quickly as possible, and if I didn’t 
have Joe spotting for me, I would 
be much slower. I couldn’t ask 
for a better team at my side than 
Jared and Joe.”

Shadel embraces role as public address 
announcer for LHS football

By Alex Boyer

Submitted Photo

Pictured is Shadel during 
his football career as a 
Lebanon Yellowjacket.

Photo by Alex Boyer

Shadel is pictured outside the Lebanon High School football 
press box. Shadel started in 2005 after replacing Malcolm 
Decker.
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Spinning and weaving are 
centuries-old traditions that 

are still practiced and enjoyed 
in the Ozarks, whether using 
sheep’s wool, hair from rabbits, 
like Angora to goats to plant 
fibers like flax.
Jama Kilgore, president of 

Lebanon’s Whimsy Fiber Arts 
Guild raises long wool sheep and 
explained a bit about the group 

and their favorite pastimes. “We 
are in our seventh year now 
as an organization. There are 
approximately 26 of us, ages 
15 to 70 plus and we have 
shepherds and shepherdesses, 
who raise the animals and shear 
them. I still raise my sheep, nine 
different breeds but I don’t shear 
them anymore,” she added with 
a smile. “Others wash, clean, 

dye and process the wool as 
well as spin, weave, knit, quilt, 
or crotchet. Still others separate 
fibers while still others only knit, 
crotchet, quilt or weave so there 
are all kinds of different skills 
and activities involved with the 
fiber arts.
“I got started in all of this 

because I raise sheep and I 
wanted to find something to bring 

my wool  full-circle, 
taking it from the 
sheep to the finished 
product. I wash my 
wool in small batches, using 
a special soap” she continued 
while diving into a bag full of 
raw wool.  “Then I lay it out to 
dry. Others send theirs to a fiber 
mill which will wash, dye and 
process it for them.”

Whimsy Fiber Arts Guild
Spinning and Weaving

Photo by Laura L. Valenti

Members of the Whimsy Fiber Arts Guild at a recent meeting at the Laclede County Library. As group 
president Jama Kilgore shared news of upcoming events including Fiber U to be held in July with registration 
beginning March 15, most of the others continued different types of hand work while listening.
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Kilgore shared that she was one 
of three founders of the group. 
The others include Lori Gose 
currently, serving with the military 
in Italy and Olivia Counts of 
Steelville. “We started meeting in 
the Whimsy Arts and Craft Shop 
in downtown Lebanon and we 
took our name from the store. It’s 
no longer there but the guild is 
still going. 
“Our members come from all 

over the area. I’m from Eldridge 
and we have members from 
Laurie, Eldon, Grovespring, 
Steelville and Crocker as well as 
Lebanon.”
Liz Mitchko, is well-known in 

the area for her alpaca farm at 
Whirlwind Ranch just outside 

Lebanon. She worked on weaving 
a scarf of a mixture of alpaca 
wool and acrylic fiber on a rigid 
Heddle loom, a sort of modern 
miniaturized version of the once 
room floor-sized heavy wooden 
rug looms of centuries past. 
“Many of these arts and crafts are 

similar to those done years ago,” 
she added to the multiple voices 
in the group’s conversations. 
‘The primary difference today 
is that these are hobbies, just 
for fun where in years gone by, 
they were a necessity for the 
family.  Today, it provides a sense 
of accomplishment, spinning, 
weaving, knitting, making things 
by hand. As for me, it keeps me 
out of the cookie bowl!”

Jama Kilgore continued. “Our 
group is all about education and 
sharing the fiber arts with others. 
Some of our members are happy 
with what they do and just want 
to stick with that, but others like to 
learn new things. We have guest 
fiber artists come to our meetings 
and share their particular art in 
educational workshops.”
And in that same spirit, Whirlwind 

Ranch will be sponsoring their 
Fiber U, promoting the Fiber Arts 
this summer at the Lebanon Civic 
Center July 8 & 9, 2023. Open to 

the public with free admission, this 
is their 14th year and will focus 
on the theme, How do you like 
your fiber?....combed, carded, 
blended, spun, knitted, crotched, 
woven, felted, dyed, braided or 
hooked.
Another of the members 

concluded, “We are really 
cooperative here, helping one 
another, even though everybody 
does something different, like 
weaving, spinning, dyeing, fiber 
preparation. There are so many 
different arts involved.”  

Fiber Arts: an age-old tradition in the 21st Century
By Laura L. Valenti

Photo by Laura L. Valenti

Liz Mitchko weaving a combination 
of alpaca and acrylic fibers into a scarf 
on her rigid Heddle loom.

Photo by Laura L. Valenti

Laura Gilkey on her spinning wheel. “I got started 15 years or so 
ago on a drop spindle, which looks a little like an overgrown top. 
It’s a good way to start because it is less of an investment than a 
spinning wheel, like mine. I got this one, used, for about $250. A 
new spinning wheel can cost anywhere from $500-1500.”
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We are proudly celebrating 64 years of serving Lebanon and our surrounding areas.

We carry many major 
Appliance brands.
Be sure to stop in 
and see what we 
have  to offer.

Phone (417) 532-7152
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Thank you Lebanon for your support!

Jim, Carmen, Jenissa and Mary Ann  
Welcome You to Bennett Spring State Park 
Since 1980, Jim Rogers and his family have maintained Bennett Spring State Park with a great deal 
of personal attention and care. They take their jobs very seriously, and aim to provide the highest 
level of service. With over 40 years of community involvement and service to the "people's park", 
Jim and his family are proud to welcome you to experience the beauty of Bennett Spring! 

Bennett Spring State ParkBennett Spring State Park
26248 Hwy 64, Lebanon, MO • 417-532-4307 417-532-4307

Fishing, Hiking, Floating by canoe, 
raft or kayak...we’ve got you covered. 
Bennett Spring State Park, 
the perfect way to enjoy the outdoors.

Longstanding traditions or just Longstanding traditions or just 
starting one , experience the natural starting one , experience the natural 
beauty just minutes from Lebanon!beauty just minutes from Lebanon!
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Barb Luthy, a retired 
Maplecrest elementary 

teacher, is, no doubt, a ‘foodie’ 
but not in the latest modern sense 
of the word. She is all about 
food preservation, including the 
way it has traditionally been 
done in the Ozarks, with a few 
new twists.
“I canned vegetables from our 

garden as well as many other 
foods when our kids were still 
at  home and then I quit for a 
while,” she shared with a quick 

laugh. Barb and her husband, 
Donald have a total of four 
daughters and two sons. 
“We have 13 grandchildren 

and 1 great-grandchild, ages 6 
to 24,” she added. “Our oldest 
grandchild just graduated 
from Mizzou and our youngest 
started kindergarten this year. 
I taught many of them how to 
can foods. That’s how I learned, 
from my grandmother and my 
mother in Indiana where I was 
born.” 

She continued. “I’ve started 
back to canning these days 
because having a well-stocked 
pantry is important to me. I like 
to have a year’s worth of food 
on hand. And with all that we 
are finding out about what is in 
our food these days, well….”
Her food preservation 

techniques include canning, 
freeze drying, dehydrating, and 
an old technique known as water 
glassing.  On this particular 
day, she was preserving eggs 

from her own 
chickens. “You 
use well water or 
distilled water, not any 
kind of chlorinated water, 
and hydrated lime which is 98% 
calcium. It’s not the kind of lime 
you use on the lawn. You don’t 
wash the eggs because that 
washes off their natural bloom. 
You don’t stir the lime in as it 
will settle in the bottom of the 
jar. I use a ½ gallon Ball-type 
jar because anything bigger 

Barb Luthy
Well-Stocked Pantry

Submitted Photos

A collection of canned and 
preserved goods in Barb Luthy's 
stocked pantry.
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gets too heavy to handle. They 
last for a very long time. I had 
a neighbor who had some and 
they were still good even after a 
couple of years.”
She added. “I’m a rebel 

canner and we have a group on 
Facebook by that name. We can 
all sorts of things, not all of which 
are approved by the FDA. I’ve 
had people tell me, you can’t do 
this or that, you’ll kill your family. 
All I can say, is if that was the 
case, my mom and grandma 
would have killed us all off years 
ago!”
She went on to say she cans 

meats, chili, beef stew, Spanish 
rice, relish, salsa, vegetables, 
fruits, jellies, apple butter, apple 
sauce and her own coffee 
creamer. One of her favorites is 
to can pineapple upside down 
cake and cornbread. 
“You bake the breads right in 

the jar, pouring the batter into 
the jars and then setting them on 
the rack in a hot oven. I bake the 
cornbread in little jars making 
individual servings and the 

kids just love it. I’ve also baked 
different cakes in coffee cans 
to send to soldiers stationed far 
from home. The main thing is to 
can the foods you like best.”
Barb has three pressure canners 

but one of her favorites is a 
smaller electric canner which is 
highly portable.  “The best is an 
old gas stove for canning,” she 
continued. “My neighbor has an 
outdoor kitchen and I would love 
that, to do the canning outside so 
as not to heat up the house so 
much in the summer.”
She concluded. “My 

granddaughter and her new 
husband wanted to learn how to 
can so I taught them. She even 
listed a canner as one of the 
items on her wedding registry 
and she got it. She also got a 
couple of cases of jars and she 
was thrilled. I’ve taught many of 
my kids and grandkids and a 
neighbor how to can, all the ones 
who wanted to learn.  I’ll teach 
anyone who wants to learn, just 
like I did them, right here in my 
kitchen—my kitchen, my rules!”

Barb Luthy passes down the 
art of canning to younger generations

By Laura L. Valenti

I’ve started back to canning these days because 

having a well-stocked pantry is important to me. 

I like to have a year’s worth of food on hand. And 

with all that we are finding out about what is in our 

food these days, well….”
Barb Luthy

Submitted Photo

The pressure cooker/canner Barb uses to preserve goods.
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Starting out at age 13 or 14, 
Cole Moore began to learn 

how to shoe horses when he 
was growing up on his family’s 
farm in Laclede County. “My 
uncle would come and shoe the 
horses and I started helping him. 
We had beef cattle,” he began. 
“And I always had a couple of 

horses so I started by learning 
to shoe my own. Then, I went to 
community college in Ft. Scott, 
Kansas on a rodeo scholarship, 
doing team roping.”
For several years, Cole 

continued to shoe not only his 
own horses but then expanded 
to shoeing horses for others 

as well. “I work in sales for 
Fastenal. We sell industrial and 
construction equipment, so I was 
shoeing horses on evenings and 
weekends.” He also continued 
in roping until some health 
problems interrupted life as he 
knew it.
 He continued. “It’s hard on your 

back, your knees 
and your hips as 
you spend so much 
time bent over. The 
horse’s hoof is like your 
fingernail and the shoes keep it 
from splitting. It also gives the 
horse better traction on gravel. 
For horses that run on paved 

Cole Moore
FARRIER

Submitted Photo

Cole Moore using a 
rasp on a horse's hoof.



SPRING 2023 | Laclede County, Missouri - Traditions 49

roads a lot, like parade horses 
or the horses the Amish use to 
pull their carriages or wagons 
on pavement, they weld a high 
abrasive onto the steel. Plain 
steel would wear out really fast 
on pavement.”
Cole Moore went on to explain 

that horses need to be re-shod 
every six to eight weeks. “On 
average, their hooves grow up 
to an inch a month so you have 
to replace those shoes as their 
feet grow. Plus the shoes don’t 

last. They can wear out pretty 
quick.
“You work hard when you 

are shoeing horses. It’s very 
physical, therefore, physically 
hard on a person. And you are 
working on a 1200 to 1300 
pound animal which may or 
may not want to cooperate with 
you.”
Cole Moore is now a retired 

farrier and sad to say, it is a 
shrinking field. And for someone 
who is considering this line 

of work? He laughed. “I’d tell 
them, well, the money is good 
but it’s hard on you and you 
can’t do it forever. You better 
have another income stream 
figured out.” 
“Last year I was scheduled 

for an MRI because of this 
tremendous pain in my back 
which I just figured was from 
the horse shoeing. I was 
shoeing for a doctor that day 
and he listened to my heart and 
said he heard a heart murmur. 

He sent me in right away and 
they found an aneurysm so I 
had open heart surgery. That 
was pretty much the end of 
my horse shoeing. Haven’t 
done any more rodeoing since 
then either,” he added with 
a chuckle. “I do feel bad that 
I had to tell my customers, all 
of a sudden, I’m done. Horse 
shoeing is definitely a young 
man’s game.”  Cole continues 
in his sales work at Fastenal.

Once upon a farrier                                                                      
By Laura L. Valenti

Submitted Photo

Cole at his regular job working 
at Fastenal in Lebanon.

Submitted Photo

Cole works to shoe a horse for young 
Holden Young who is helping out.
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Sale Every Thursday at 11am

Second GenerationSecond Generation
Raising the FutureRaising the Future

Owners Zach & Casey Cox and their children Rush, 
Romey and Rocky; and Owners Dan & Tasha Romine 

and their children Michael and Knox.

MID MISSOURI
STOCKYARDS

FOR FARM VISITS, MARKET 
UPDATES, OR TRUCKING

Zach Cox 417-777-1320 
Dan Romine 573-578-4939 

Barn: 417-532-9292

EXIT 123 - OFF I-44 • 17505 ROUTE 66, PHILLIPSBURG, MO 65722 • WWW.MIDMOSTOCKYARDS.COM

Competitive Buyers! Competitive Market!
Competitive Commission!

BACK PAIN | HEADACHES | FATIGUE | POOR HEALTH 
PERMANENT HUNCHING | SPINAL DISTORTION 

JOINT & SPINAL DEGENERATION | LIMB PAIN & NUMBNESS

Call Dr. Swick today to schedule an evaluation.

Dr. Margaret K. Swick  & Dr. Nathaniel Littman 
417-532-5462  

291 N. Adams, Lebanon, MO 
WWW.KEYTOHEALTHCHIROPRACTIC.CO 

We’ve
Got

Your
Back!

We’re open for safe chiropractic 
care so you can feel and 

function your best.

(417) 532-3174 • 225 S. Jefferson, Lebanon • Conway • Richland • Grovespring

EXCEEDING
EXPECTATIONS 

Since 1920

OLD TRADITIONS 
for the next GENERATIONS!

Above, photo from March1987 Progress Edition ofThe Lebanon Daily Record. Left, MFA grand opening ofnew building October 2020.
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Buzzing about in a refurbished 
go-kart in a parade on a 

semi-regular basis sounds like 
a dream come true for the kid in 
every grown up and for a very few 
gents in this area, it is a dream 
come true. George Huth is co-
captain of the Keg Patrol, a parade 
unit of the Laclede County Abou 

Ben Adhem Shriners Club, a part 
of the Abou Ben Adhem Mosque 
out of Springfield.
“We have 12 keg carts,” George 

explained recently, “nine of which 
are running at the moment. They 
are basically go-karts that have 
been re-worked and using barrels 
from Independent Stave almost 50 

years ago when the unit started in 
1975. 
“We’ve been in the process of 

replacing the engines recently, for 
the second time in their history so 
that’s pretty good. We are also 
working on refinishing all of the 
barrels. They last time they were 
rebuilt was in 2002 by Randal 

Jones. I’m new to this really, only 
having worked in this unit for the 
last three years or so.”
George went on to say that they 

drive their carts in parades all over 
the state and even get invitations 
from out of state on occasion. 
They are not always able to 
accommodate those requests 

Laclede County Abou Ben Adhem Shriners Club
Keg Patrol

Submitted Photo

Some of the Shriners, including members of the Springfield club who usually walk along beside the 
Laclede County keg patrol carts, who were driving the carts on this day at the Nixa parade.
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that are further away, but they 
have traveled as far as Seattle, 
Washington.
“I pull the trailer with the carts 

and we usually take eight or 
nine at a time, depending on 
how many members can drive. 
Not everybody can go on the 
weekends because of their work or 
other commitments,” he continued. 
“Of course, the whole point of the 

carts is for the kids and to promote 
our Shriners Children’s Hospitals 
and this is certainly a fun way to do 
it.  All of the funds raised from our 
appearances and fundraisers go 
directly to supporting kids through 
our transportation fund and to the 
Shriners Hospitals. We’ve been 
very fortunate here in that a few 
of our local businesses have been 
very generous in helping us with 
money for tires, repairs and the 
new engines to keep the carts 
running. The carts are all original 
equipment except for the engines.”
George Huth who retired to 

Lebanon after 32 years in the oil 
pipeline industry, added. “We 
even have a golf cart we were 
able to get up and running again 
recently, so that those who can no 
longer get into the carts, can still 
join us and ride along.
“The carts are fun to ride but 

sometimes we are not sure 
how to get back to the staging 
area in a different location so 
we are wandering around the 
neighborhoods, trying to find 
our way back. The looks we get 
are fun to see. It brings me a lot 

of joy, being able to bring smiles 
and laughter to the people of all 
ages along the parade route, but 
especially to the kids. We set low 
to the ground, on their eye level so 
we are able to reach out and give 
them high fives or shake hands.
“We won first place in our division 

in the Lake of the Ozarks Christmas 
parade this year. Sometimes 
we get into trouble with those in 
charge of the parades because we 
will stop and let the parents take 
pictures with the kids in or beside 
the carts. We like to make a little 
space in the parade so we can 
‘play’ and do tight turns and figure 
eights  in the middle of the road. 
That tends to slow up the parade 
progress but the kids are what we 
are all about and they absolutely 
love seeing us play! Mostly, I have 
to say there is a real pride in being 
part of a group of men dedicated 
to helping children and bringing a 
little joy to their lives. We like to 
say, ‘we ride so they can walk!’” 
he concluded.

Shriners Keg Patrol
By Laura L. Valenti

Submitted Photo

Jackie Wells, one of the members of the Laclede County 
Shriners keg patrol, greets one of the many kids who enjoy the 
Shriners go-karts in a local parade.

Submitted Photo

George Huth of the Laclede County Shriners Club, the 
Keg Patrol unit, greeting kids in a parade.

Of course, the 
whole point of 

the carts is for the 
kids and to promote 

our Shriners Children’s 
Hospitals and this is 
certainly a fun way 
to do it.

George Huth
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Randy Roark has never 
known a life outside 

of wrestling. Growing up in 
Columbus, Kan., Roark started 
wrestling from a young age, not 
because he necessarily wanted 
to, but because there was no 
other option. 
“In the town we grew up 

in, everyone wrestled, and it 
wasn’t a choice,” said Roark. “I 

was born in 1973 and started 
wrestling in 1976. It was one 
of those things where all of your 
friends did it, so you did it.”
Roark graduated from Missouri 

Valley College in 1998 and 
moved to Lebanon that same 
year to become a teacher at 
what was formerly known as 
Lebanon Jr. High. It was then he 
became an assistant wrestling 

coach under John Heermann 
before taking over the Lebanon 
wrestling program five years 
later.
“The biggest change we made 

was getting kids involved in the 
youth wrestling,” he explained. 
“Back then, we probably 
averaged 20-30 in our youth 
program. Wrestling is a tough 
sport, so many of them don’t 

make it all the 
way through and 
wrestle. By the time 
they got to high school, 
you were hoping to get one 
youth wrestler a year.”
Moving forward, the Lebanon 

Stingers Wrestling club averages 
over 100 youth wrestlers a year 
and has had years where they 
have had 120-130 wrestlers.

Roark Family
Wrestling Tradition

Photo by Alex Boyer

Pictured are the Roarks. From left, 
are Cole, Randy, and Canon.

Photo by Alex Boyer

Canon Roark is pictured wrestling in the 2021 state championships. 
Roark finished 3rd place and is on pace to win over 100 matches for his 
high school career.
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Roark family embraces wrestling tradition
By Alex Boyer

“To get on that state podium, 
you aren’t going to come out 
as a freshman and have that 
success,” Roark said. “In the old 
days, maybe it was possible, but 
now it’s not possible anymore.”
Fast forward 19 years later, 

Roark accumulated 320 wins in 
dual meets, coached five state 
champions, 126 state qualifiers, 
11 Ozark Conference titles, 
and six district championships, 
and helped win three state 
championships with the girls’ 
program (2019, 2021, 2022).
In April of 2022, he resigned 

from his position and handed the 
keys to Nathaniel Rogers.
“This town is sort of like my 

hometown, but just a little bit 
bigger,” he explained. “What 
I love about Lebanon is that 
everybody knows everybody, 
it seems like. It also feels like 
everyone knows everyone's 
business. I know many people 
don’t like that, but I think it’s a 
good thing. Someone might skip 
practice, and someone’s going 
to find out why.
“This town supported us for a 

long time and didn’t question 
anything. I really enjoy Lebanon.”
During his time as a head coach, 

Roark was able to coach his two 
sons, Cole and Canon. The two 
of them started wrestling at age 
three. Cole was a multiple-time 
state qualifier, while Canon is 
currently a junior and finished 
third at the state tournament in 
2021.

While Roark can recall the upset 
win over Jefferson City at the 
Fieldhouse with the crowd going 
wild and all the state tournament 
memories, coaching his sons 
doesn’t compare.
“Having the wooden bleachers, 

the crowd getting loud, it is all 
a unique atmosphere at the 
Fieldhouse,” he said. “That place 
is like my second home. There 
have been times when it was so 
loud that wrestlers couldn’t hear 
me, and they had to do their best.
“Cole and Canon would come 

up to practice all the time, and 

we talked to them about getting 
a medal. The first tournament we 
went to was in Camdenton, and 
they gave away trophies. I talked 
to my boys and asked them if 
they wanted to get a trophy. 
Once they got that, they wanted 
a bunch of them. It was nice 
getting to coach them. Most dads 
in wrestling get to coach their 
kids until they hit high school, but 
I got to coach them their whole 
life, and that is something that 
very few dads get to say.”
His answer was simple when 

asked about what he misses most 

about coaching.
It is being around the kids.
“I’m the Missouri Options 

teacher at the high school and 
only get to be around about 10-
15 kids a day, so it’s different 
not being around hundreds of 
kids after school,” he said. “I’ve 
been able to help out a few 
tournaments this year and served 
as the Joel E. Barber assistant 
coach, but as long as coach 
(Nathaniel) Rogers keeps letting 
me come around, I reckon I’ll be 
around.”

Photo by Alex Boyer

Cole Roark goes for a pin during the state championships in Columbia during his senior year of high 
school in 2020. Roark won over 140 matches during his high school career. 



56 Laclede County, Missouri - Traditions | SPRING 2023

How can I make more friends? What’s 
the solution to boredom? How do I 
prepare for the unknown ahead? How 
can I stick to a healthier diet? How do I 
offload my household chores and free 
up my time? What should my plan be?

THE ANSWER IS 
“Cedarhurst. ”

LIVING STRONG, CLEAR AND FOCUSED
HOW YOU LIKE TO FACE EACH DAY

When you’ve got questions, call  
(314) 200-1898 and find your answers.

Assisted Living & Memory Care

Locations in Lebanon,  
West Plains and Springfield

Find a community near you  
at CedarhurstLiving.com



Your life is our life’s work.

When we teach our children our 
traditions, we do more than teach 
them a skill. 

We ensure that our values continue  
into the next generation — and beyond. 

Mercy has a long tradition of caring for  
the people of our community. And we’re 
committed to keep caring for you and 
everyone you love for years to come. 

Find your Mercy doctor  
at mercy.net/LebanonTraditions

Tradition isn’t only about the past. 
It’s also about the future.



Serving our community with excellence since 1933

Our tradition is to treat you like family, with compassion and care.

Home Office: 320 S. ADAMS • LEBANON, MO • 417-532-4061 • www.holmanhowe.com

Holman Howe   •   Butler Funeral Home   •   Cantlon-Otterness & Viets   •   Allee Holman-Howe
Lebanon Bolivar • Humansville Buffalo • Urbana Camdenton


